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    April 7, 2016  
     
 
 
Secretary Anthony Foxx  
 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx:  
 
The Baltimore Regional Transportation Board (BRTB), the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization for the Baltimore region, is pleased to offer its support 
to the City of Baltimore and the Maryland Transportation Authority for their 
application under the FAST LANE (Nationally Significant Freight and Highway 
Projects Program) grant program. The BRTB is committed to adding all funds 
awarded under this competitive discretionary grant program to the 
Transportation Improvement Program and the regional long-range 
transportation plan (LRTP).  
 
Freight and passenger traffic is expected to increase as Baltimore City 
continues to expand. Improvements to I-95 through Baltimore City are crucial 
to the economic development that is already underway at Port Covington, as 
well as to the future economic benefits that will follow as development 
continues in the very near future. As you know, I-95 is a major freight and 
passenger corridor along the east coast. Access on and off the interstate is 
essential to the safe flow of traffic along the corridor and through the City. The 
I-95 project includes several essential and noteworthy outcomes: Improved 
passenger and freight safety, improved economic competitiveness in a growth 
area and along a vital economic corridor and improved capacity to reduce 
congestion. Phase I project elements include: 1) Hanover Street on ramp to I-
95 southbound; 2) improvements to Key Highway; 3) improvements to the I-95 
southbound off ramp to Key Highway; 4) improvements to Hanover Street 
north of McComas Street; 5) improvements to McComas Street that addresses 
traffic flow and; 6) a freight rail project that address safety concerns by  
removing railway-highway grade crossings and relocating the rail line to a 
location where freight movement is safer and more efficient. 
 
The BRTB appreciates your favorable consideration of this application.  The I-
95 improvements would not be readily completed without this federal 
participation and by Baltimore City and the Maryland Transportation 
Authority. This project directly responds to goals identified in the Baltimore 
region’s LRTP as well as the goals of this program established under the FAST 
Act. We are committed to achieving U.S. DOT’s long-term priorities for the 
nation’s transportation system. 

 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Clive Graham, Empowered Chair 


